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MARCH. 


On sunny bank it verdant grew. 

In yonder hazel balk. 

“ Not earliest of the spring it blows, 

Yet earlier few appear; 

Scarce melted have rough winter’s snows. 
When it adorns the year. 

“ T think that neither ass nor sheep 
Will crop it as it feeds, 

And men wUl never care to reap. 

But class it among weeds. 

** It is a weed — ^then why not tlu’ow 
The useless thmg away. 

And in its place let others grow, 

More sweet, more fair, and gay. 

“ No let it be ; despise it not, 

For with its homely smiles. 

It brightens else a barren spot — 

Perchance a care beguiles.” 

The White Dead Nettle, (S. Album,) also 
about this time blooms on hedge banks, and 
is a much larger plant than the last. The class to 
which the dead nettles belong is distinguished by 
having two long and two short stamens in each 
blossom ; and the order is known by having four 
seeds at the bottom of the calyx not enclosed in a 
capsule. They belong with the mint, thyme, mar- 
joram, wood sage, bugle, &c., to the extensive na- 
tural order Labiatoe, many of which are employed 
medicinally, and abounding in essential oil, cam- 
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phor and bitter extractive. They have square 
stems and opposite leaves : the dead nettle de- 
rives its name, according to some authors, from the 
Greek for throat, on account of the shape of its 
blossoms, whilst others state it to be from Lama, 
a celebrated marine monster. 

THE COMMON DAFFODIL. 

{Narcis^ius Pseudo Narcissus.) 

Hexandria, monogynia, N. O. Amaryllidese. 

This plant now puts forth its flaunting yellow 
blossoms. It belongs to the same family as the 
Snowdrop, and the corolla has six divisions, and 
a cup-shaped crown, within which are six stamens 
and one style. The single flower arises from a 
sheath, and the leaves are long, narrow, and chan- 
nelled. The blossoms of this plant is much 
sought after in some parts for the purpose of form- 
ing wreaths and devices for decorating the graves 
of the departed on Palm Sunday. 

“ Their blossom’d fi'agrance there to shed 

In sunshine and in showers.” 

This pretty custom is kept up in Monmouthshire, 
Glamoj’ganshire, and some other counties in Eng- 
land and Wales, and annually the graves of lost 
friends are strewed with the choicest flowers in 
blossom. 


